
For the last three years, the call-to-action of
World Cancer Day — “Close the Care Gap” — 

has focused on health equity challenges. 

It is estimated that 50-60% of patients with cancer will need 
radiotherapy8. Radiotherapy provides excellent local tumor 
control and is used to cure localized disease, palliate symptoms, 
and control disease in incurable cancer. There are serious limitations 
worldwide in the availability of radiotherapy services. Even in 
some high-income countries such as Canada, Australia and the 
UK, access to radiotherapy facilities and equipment is still inadequate 
due to lack of investment.

While advances in treatment technologies have dramatically 
enhanced treatment capabilities, leading to celebrated 
improvements in outcomes across many countries, much of 
the global population has thus far been left out of this cancer 
care revolution:
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CLOSING RADIOTHERAPY ACCESS GAPS COULD SAVE
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For the last three years, the call-to-action 
of World Cancer Day — “Close the Care Gap” — 
has focused on health equity challenges. 

* Figures as of 2022

Most side effects of radiotherapy, including radiotherapy delivered with Accuray systems, are mild and temporary, often involving 
fatigue, nausea, and skin irritation. Side effects can be severe, however, leading to pain, alterations in normal body functions 

(for example, urinary or salivary function), deterioration of quality of life, permanent injury, and even death. Side effects can occur 
during or shortly after radiation treatment or in the months and years following radiation. The nature and severity of side effects 

depend on many factors, including the size and location of the treated tumor, the treatment technique (for example, the radiation 
dose), and the patient’s general medical condition, to name a few. For more details about the side effects of your radiation therapy, 

and to see if treatment with an Accuray product is right for you, ask your doctor. 


